
My Learning Theory 
It is my philosophy that developing, revising and redesigning pedagogical strategies should be a continuous 
process. By consistently adding new developments to the classroom, teachers create a more effective learning 
environment. 

As an ideal approach to enhance the learning environment for my ASL classroom, I look to the constructivist 
learning theory. I’d rather productively engage students to actively and mentally participate in their work, than 
pour knowledge into passive students. 

Constructivism is a perspective of learning where students dynamically participate in the process of learning to 
seek and construct knowledge and acquire skills for themselves (Educational Broadcasting Corporation, 2004). 
This is based on the active participation of learners as “activities are learners-centered” to help students develop 
effective thinking skills and to understand or construct a meaning on their own (Education Encyclopedia – 
StateUniversity.com 2016). In this approach, we, as teachers, transform our instruction to facilitate independent 
thinking and learning in our students (Martin G. Brooks and Jacqueline Grennon Brooks, November 1999). 

When describing constructivism, the following terms are used to refer to the models of learning activities: 
Anchored Instruction (Bransford), Connectivism (Siemens, Downes), and Situated Learning Theory (Lave). I 
call this environment a blended learning model as it combines aspects of each plan, including mini-lesson 
lectures, functional video resources, guided hands-on interactive learning, group/support discussion, and 
practices. 

Below are the viewpoints on each model and what I will use to construct the learning environment. 

1) Anchored instruction– This learning approach allows students to learn, identify, and organize information 
and knowledge through lessons, lectures, supplementary resources, video, and interactive activities. 

2) Connectivism – In this approach, learners have access to online platforms to share, explore and acquire 
knowledge, facts, etc. using technology resources. Teachers also have access to the platform to deliver lectures. 

3) Situated Learning Theory – This learning approach engages learners in language and culture by facilitating 
interpersonal communication with the community and natives to work on their second language skills. 

For further information, below are the links to each models with its additional description. 

Anchored instruction – https://www.learning-theories.com/anchored-instruction-cognition-technology-group-at-
vanderbilt-bransford.html 

Connectivism – https://www.learning-theories.com/connectivism-siemens-downes.html 

Situated Learning Theory – http://www.instructionaldesign.org/theories/situated-learning.html 
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