
American Sign Language Evaluation Interview Rating Scale 

OPTIONS FOR REPORTING RATINGS 
 
1. Advanced 
2. Intermediate 
3. Survival 
4. Novice 
5. Incompatible 

RATINGS      DESCRIPTORS 

Advanced  Able to have a generally shared conversation with good, spontaneous elaboration for both       
social and work topics. Broad sign language vocabulary knowledge and clear, accurate production of 
signs and fingerspelling at a normal/near-normal rate; occasional misproductions do not detract from 
conversational flow. Good use of many sign language grammatical features and comprehension good 
for normal signing rate.  

 

Intermediate  Able to discuss with some confidence routine social and work topics within a conversational 
format with some elaboration; generally 3-to-5 sentences. Good knowledge and control of 
everyday/basic sign language vocabulary with some sign vocabulary errors. Fairly clear signing at a 
moderate signing rate with some sign misproductions. Fair use of some sign language grammatical 
features and fairly good comprehension for a moderate-to-normal signing rate; a few repetitions and 
rephrasing of questions may be needed. 

 

Survival  Able to discuss basic social and work topics with responses generally 1-to-3 sentences in length. 
Some knowledge of basic sign language vocabulary with many sign vocabulary and/or sign production 
errors. Slow to-moderate signing rate. Basic use of a few sign language grammatical features. Fair 
Comprehension for signing produced at a slow-to-moderate rate with some repetition and rephrasing. 

 

Novice  Able to provide single sign and some short phrase/sentence responses to basic questions signed   
at a slow-to-moderate rate with frequent repetition and rephrasing. Vocabulary primarily related 
to everyday work and/or social areas such as basic work-related signs, family members, basic objects, 
colors, numbers, names of weekdays, and time. Production and fluency characterized by many sign 
production errors and by a slow rate with frequent inappropriate pauses/hesitations. 

 

Incompatible   Able to provide short single sign and “primarily” fingerspelled responses some basic questions 
                         signed at a slow rate with extensive repetition and rephrasing. 
                
 
 
A Adapted from US Foreign Service Institute and ACTFL LPI Rating Scales by William Newell and Frank Caccamise 
B The SLPI was referred to as the Sign Communication Proficiency Interview (SCPI) from 1983 to May 2006.  
C For all SLPI rating descriptors, first statement (in bold type) always a statement of ASL communicative functioning, with all 
remaining statements (regular type) descriptors of ASL form (vocabulary, production, fluency, grammar, and comprehension). 
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